
For the latest ratings and information, visit 

Ford’s BlueCruise Remains 
CR’s Top-Rated Active Driving 
Assistance System
Systems from Jaguar/Land Rover, Lucid, and Subaru are new to our 
rankings, and we also tested updated versions from Hyundai and Nissan
By Mike Monticello
October 17, 2023

It’s equal parts eerie and amazing to experience Ford’s BlueCruise 
hands-free driving feature as it takes over your car’s steering, 
braking, and acceleration while you travel down the highway.

The eerie part is watching the steering wheel turn back and 
forth on its own, making micro-adjustments to keep the car in the 
center of its lane, while the system also slows down or speeds up to 
maintain a safe distance from the vehicle ahead. The amazement 
soon follows: With your hands off the wheel and relaxing on the 
armrests as the automated systems take charge, you might start to 
believe that the age of the self-driving car is finally upon us. 

But while BlueCruise’s capabilities are impressive and can 
make driving more relaxing, cars that can truly and safely drive 
themselves remain a long way off.

BlueCruise is what’s known as an active driving assistance (ADA) 
system. In the simplest terms, ADA is the simultaneous use of a car’s 
adaptive cruise control (ACC) to control speed and lane centering 
assistance (LCA) to control steering. ACC is an advanced form of 
cruise control that brakes or accelerates to keep the car a set distance 

BlueCruise clearly conveys when hands-free driving is permissible, as shown here in 
a Ford F-150. Photo: Ford

from vehicles traveling ahead of you in your lane. LCA provides 
steering support to keep the vehicle at or near the center of the lane.

“Systems like BlueCruise are an important advancement that 
can help make driving easier and less stressful,” says Jake Fisher, 
CR’s senior director of auto testing. For instance, it can allow 
drivers to relax their grip and even periodically let go of the 
steering wheel, while the car maintains a safe distance from other 
vehicles when driving on a straight, boring section of highway 
or when stuck in a traffic jam. ADA systems can also have safety 
benefits, such as potentially keeping you from crossing over a lane 
line into opposing traffic during a moment of inattention.

“But they don’t make a car self-driving at all,” Fisher says. 
“Instead, they create a new way of collaboratively driving with 
the computers in your car. When automakers do it the right way, 
it can make driving safer and more convenient. When they do it 
the wrong way, it can be dangerous.”

Though still relatively new, ADA systems are already available 
on more than 50 percent of 2023 model-year vehicles, according 
to CR’s data. So it’s likely that the next new car you buy will come 
with an ADA system as an option, if not as a standard feature. 

Since our last test in late 2022, we’ve added systems from 
three other automakers into the mix—Jaguar/Land Rover, Lucid, 
and Subaru—that previously weren’t included. We also tested 
updated systems from Hyundai and Nissan. Still, even with the 
additional competition, and now a total of 17 tested systems, 
Ford’s BlueCruise remains CR’s top-rated ADA system, followed 
by Cadillac Super Cruise and Mercedes-Benz Driver Assistance. 
Tesla, once an innovator in ADA with its Autopilot system, 
remains in about the middle of the pack. (The new Nissan 
ProPILOT Assist 2.0 has leapfrogged above Tesla.) That’s because 
Tesla hasn’t changed Autopilot’s basic functionality much since it 
first came out, instead just adding more features to it, says Fisher: 
“After all this time, Autopilot still doesn’t allow collaborative 
steering and doesn’t have an effective driver monitoring system. 
While other automakers have evolved their ACC and LCA 


